


"Choose a job you love, and you will never 
have to work a day in your life” is a 

quotation attributed to many, but YOU are 
living examples. Thank you for bringing joy, 
passion, and your A-game to the teaching 

profession. Our students are better people 
because of you.

Dr. Robin L. Hardy
#ThisIsIRMO

#ProudPrincipal



Laura Carson
Courtney Shuttleworth
Christine Steiger
Adrian Sutton
Douglas Williams



Laura is the quintessential professional.  
She is a fantastic advocate for her 
students and the greatest friend and ally 
that her coworkers could ever ask for!

                              -Lisa Boulware



Courtney is a passionate American Sign 
Language interpreter, committed to the 
success of students and her own 
professional growth. She brings light, 
humor, and tremendous compassion to the 
classroom and to her coworkers. 
Welcoming and engaging, Courtney is always 
ready to listen and help everyone in D5. 
Her district DHH team is incredibly lucky 
to have her and can't think of a more 
fitting honor than Courtney being named 
Seven Oaks Media Magnet's Support 
Employee of the Year for 2021-2022.

-Chloe Cardwell Harris



Christy Steiger is an extremely creative 
and entertaining teacher. Because of her 
fabulous sense of humor, Christy is able 
to make the most mundane task 
enjoyable

                             -Jennifer Tudor



Adrian leads with quiet strength. One of 
the most dependable teachers and always 
a team player. He has a way of building a 
solid rapport with his students which 
makes him a favorite teacher!
                             
                               -Lisa Boulware



“Dr Doug will give kids the Science 
Bug. He instills a passion for learning 
in all his students. Coach Doug does 
the same on the soccer field giving 
all his players a love of soccer. One 
of the most giving and caring people 
I know. We are blessed to have him 
at Irmo.”

 - Matthew McCloghry





Michael Buerstner
Frank Garcia
Vickie Jordan
Roger Ridgeway
Hazel Walker



Michael Buerstner is an extremely loyal teacher 
who is quite worthy of appreciation and respect. 
Michael has such a wonderful, caring personality 
and he always manages to keep a calm and level 
head even in the worst of situations. Working 
under Michael in the World Languages department 
is such a dream. We have not only a great leader 
at our helm, but also a great friend close by. Our 
admin, staff and students are truly blessed to 
have this ROCKSTAR in our band!
                                      -Ghislaine Nsangou



Frank is unique in his own way. He is a gentle 
giant who cares about people and lets a lot of 
stuff roll off his back. There isn't anything 
that he would do for anyone, if they ask him.

-Faye Golding



Vickie Jordan avoids the limelight, but she 
belongs in it. Each year she helps students earn 
their cosmetology licenses; with those licenses, 
her students are able to find immediate 
specialized employment right out of high school. 
Perhaps her best characteristic is her care 
for others; she and her students gave the 
greatest gift to an Irmo student by doing her 
hair and preparing her for prom.
                                  -Angela McGregor



Roger Ridgeway is a dedicated and dependable 
employee. He is always cheerful and greets 
everyone with a genuine smile and 
acknowledgement. He is very receptive of and 
takes pride in completing any task that is asked 
of him, without making excuses. He thinks highly 
of IHS and displays a true IRMO Pride attitude 
in all that he does.

-James Baughman



Hazel is an amazingly dedicated individual. She is 
constantly looking for ways she can improve and 
challenge both herself and those around her. She 
desires the absolute best for her students and 
pours her heart into teaching! She graciously leads 
the science department as department head and is a 
shining example for us to follow. Her heart for her 
family is evident by the way she cares for and 
sacrifices for them each and every day! It is truly 
an honor to work alongside Hazel! 

-David Pappas





Ralph Blankenship-Brown
Joseph Cunningham
Stephanie Dukes
Faye Golding
Gene Williams



Ralph Blankenship-Brown, affectionately 
called BB is a dedicated teacher who truly 
loves what he does. Although too smart for 
his own good, he graciously lessens the 
intensity so others can understand. I am 
just waiting for the day that he requires 
students (and staff) to answer a math 
question before they can enter his room. 
His blood is Black and Gold.
                                 -Willie Frierson



Joe Cunningham brings a wealth of 
knowledge to the classroom from his 
real-world experience in the corporate 
world. Irmo High School is lucky to have a 
teacher with his ability to communicate with 
students about the realities of business 
environment. And if the chips are down, he is 
definitely the man you want on your side!

                      -Ralph Blankenship-Brown



Stephanie Dukes is obsessively organized 
and goal oriented. She is the one to go to 
when you need something done efficiently!

                               -Jennifer Tudor



Mrs. Faye is truly dedicated to the students of Irmo High 
School.  Her number one priority is making sure our 
students are taken care of nutritionally.  She and her 
staff are true professionals in every sense of the 
word.  During the Covid situation I was able to witness 
her dedication first hand.  She directed and supervised 
the preparation and distribution of thousands of meals 
for pick up each week while the students were all 
virtual.  Mrs. Faye also cooks the meals for our football 
team each Friday night and always has a positive 
message for the boys.  Mrs. Faye brings a loving, caring, 
and nurturing attitude to work each day.  Irmo High 
School is blessed to have Mrs. Faye as a part of the 
team. She loves Irmo High School and Irmo High School 
loves her!!!                                     -Ray Canady



Gene Williams, affectionately known as the 
"bird aficionado" by his students, always 
strives to develop meaningful relationships 
with his students.

                                -Jennifer Tudor





Elena Menger
Carolyn Searles
Steven Turner
Monica Williams



Ms. Menger brings a smile and 
professionalism to all she does. She is a true 
Rockstar who blesses all around her with 
compassion,loyalty and kindness. No one 
could be better at her job than she is! Ms. 
Menger is a true supporter of Irmo and it's 
students, families, and fellow staff!

                                       -Amy Smith 



Carolyn Searles is a caring professional 
with a great sense of humor. She 
successfully strikes a balance between 
teaching and giving students responsibility 
for their learning. She has shown an 
admirable sense of loyalty to Irmo High 
School and has developed and maintained 
strong relationships with her co-workers.      
                        -Angela McGregor



Chief is one of a kind! His work ethic and 
dedication is unmatched. He takes great 
pride in his work and in this job. He truly 
cares for all of his students and they all 
care for him. He has spent the last 48 
years in service to his country and service 
to others. What a remarkable achievement! 
We will truly miss him!
                                 -Major Huffman



It has been my pleasure to work beside 
Monica for 20 years, as a teacher and a 
basketball coach. I greatly admire her ability 
to motivate and inspire her players to excel, 
and reach their full potential, both on and 
off the court. She is such a valuable asset 
to our school and our athletic program. I 
truly enjoy working with her and being able 
to call her friend!
                                    -Tim Whipple





Catie Smyile



Catie's talent for helping her students to 
grow and develop their own artistic style is 
one of her true strengths. She brings her 
love of art, energy, and unique sense of 
humor to our department and to her 
classroom. And when Catie takes on a 
project, her creativity and next-level 
organization skills are sure to yield 
impressive results.
                               -Cynthia Long






